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11.  (C)  Poloff  presented  ref.  A demarche  to  Antonio 
Sanchez-Benedito  Caspar,  Spanish  MFA  Deputy  Director  General 
for  Sub-Saharan  Africa,  on  March  22.  Consistent  with  ref.  B, 
Sanchez-Benedito  said  that  Spain  is  in  agreement  with  the 
U.S.,  is  very  concerned  at  the  current  state  of  affairs  in 
Zimbabwe,  and  has  issued  a communique  to  that  effect.  He 
called  the  current  state  of  affairs  in  Zimbabwe  a barbarity 
and  said  that  Spain's  preference  would  be  for  Mugabe  to 
resign  as  soon  as  possible.  Like  other  European  nations, 
Spain  is  addressing  the  issue  through  Brussels,  and 
Sanchez-Benedito  noted  that  the  EU  already  has  in  place 
"restrictive  measures"  on  trade  with  Zimbabwe,  which  he  said 
is  just  another  term  for  economic  sanctions.  He  added  that 
the  EU ' s Africa  Working  Group  met  on  March  21  in  Brussels, 
and  that  the  UK  drove  the  discussion,  urging  stronger 
sanctions.  A special  EU  meeting  on  Zimbabwe  will  take  place 
in  early  April  to  discuss  this  possibility.  Spain  completely 
supports  the  EU  common  policy. 

12.  (C)  Sanchez-Benedito  noted  that  Spain's  economic  and 
strategic  interest  in  Zimbabwe  are  minimal,  though  at  one 
time  there  was  a greater  commercial  presence.  As  such,  Spain 
will  defer  to  other  European  nations  to  lead  the  debate.  He 
also  noted  that  the  Mugabe  government  is  not  monolithic  and 
that  it  would  be  important  to  maintain  contact  with  those 
inside  the  GOZ  who  are  not  in  lockstep  with  Mugabe.  Spain 
and  the  EU  also  wish  to  nullify  the  "anti-colonialist" 
rhetoric  which  Mugabe  uses  so  effectively  by  relying  on  his 
old  African  allies  and  neighbors  to  apply  international 
pressure.  He  pointed  to  Namibia  and  Zambia  as  countries  that 
have  expressed  displeasure  with  Mugabe,  and  he  suggested  that 
the  patience  of  Mugabe's  neighbors  may  be  wearing  thin. 
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